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* A marginalised minority group — 85 million population, 7% of the national population
(CDPF 2010)

* Less likely to be employed - socially and economically disadvantaged group (Enns 2018)
* Only 45% of working age disabled people are employed, 26.4% employment gap
* Recent increasing political and social restriction among social advocacy (Fuchs et al. 2018)
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* The Chinese definition of disability:

“Someone who suffers from abnormalities or loss of a certain
organ or function, psychologically or physiologically, or in
anatomical structure and has lost wholly or in part the ability
to perform an activity in the way considered normal” (The Law
on the Protection of Disabled People 2007)
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* “Persons with disabilities include those who have long-term physical,
mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with
various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in

society on an equal basis with others”.

* UNCRPD 2008
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* Materialist disability explanation (Thomas 2007, p53)
* Pre-industrialisation — under family and community protection
* Large scale social production — able-bodied norm, labour value, segregation
* 1980 onwards, technologies empower disabled people to independent living
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* Chinese disability context is historically and spatially determined:
e Ancient China (see Yan 2012): family and community support, marginalised

e Contemporary China (e.g. Stone 1998; Kohrman 2005): institutionalisation,
stigmatisation, paternalism
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* Medical model of disability:
e Historically dominant
* Preferred by doctors and medical practitioners
e Assumption: disabled people awaiting and seeking help
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 Social model of disability (Oliver 1983; Foster 2018):

 Distinction between impairment(medical) and disability(social)
* Eliminating barriers

 Critiques: unrealistic (Abberley 1996) — an inclusive universal solution
integrate disabled people into society
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* For....e.g. China Disabled People’s Federation, Good People’s
Organisation
e Part of welfare institutions (Zhou 2015)
* Focus on rehabilitation
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e Of... e.g. Home of Moon Child
* Led and controlled by disabled people (51%)
e Rights oriented and self-advocacy (Enns 2018)
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What organizations are there representing disabled people’s employment rights

What mechanisms have been applied by various types of disability organizations

to promote equal employment rights?

What facilitators and obstacles disability organisations encountered when

promoting disabled people’s employment rights?

Any differences between organizations in terms of different geographic areas?
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 |nsider and Outsider Status

Chinese national
Experienced UK research training and disability
representation system

* A bridge links Chinese disability context with
British disability movements
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* Two provinces, three areas — rural county, urban county, and urban
city, 8 participants, plus two non-governmental organisations

e Semi-structured interview method
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* Good People’s organisation

* A group of citizens who have been awarded as “good people” — doctors and
teachers

* Lobby to employers to hire disabled people,
* Supply products for disabled people to sell and charge basic costs
* Convenience shops employ disabled people and give them business shares
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* Home of the Moon Child
* Members: albinos and their families
* Organise campaigns educating the public about albinism as a rare disease
e Supply equipment to albinos (e.g. optometry services)
* Lack of support from the authority and financial obstacles
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* The law and legislations are nor effectively enforced, some concepts are blur, e.g.
definition of discrimination (CRPD 2012)

 Stereotypical jobs for disabled people and stigmatisation, e.g. blind massage
* The emergence of information technology, e.g. e-commerce

* Geographic difference affecting local policies - social and economic factors — a
mixture of feudalism and capitalism
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 Different organisations and strategies used to promote disability
employment

 Attitudes and perception towards disability in China
* Geographic, economic and social factors
* Insider and Outsider status - dilemma in accessing to organisations
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