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Case Study on Partner Violence
Against Women with Physical Disabilities

Carmen Yau, Association of Women with Disabilities Hong Kong

He takes me shopping
then takes my money

He takes me to the doctor
then denies me medication

He helps me to bed

fhen Fapes me Gaps in Research and service

for women with disabilities

Professions and survivors

recognize both individual and

~ agency limitations in making the
> connections between disability

and domestic violence.

He tells me he loves me
and that no-one else would
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Background
Incidence of Violence & Women with Disabilities

* More diverse, more severe & more prolonged

* Greater number of perpetrators

* 40% more like to be victims than non-disabled women
* 70% of us are victims at some time in our lives

* 20 % forced into unwanted sexual acts

* 25% of reported rape victims

* Sexual victimization x 4 times more likely

Salthouse, S. (2016). Mainstream & targeted measures to reduce violence against women with disabilities. Presented at Rl Global Word Congress,
Edinburg. Retrived 16 Octover 2017 from https://www.slideshare.net/MarcoMuscroft/a069-reducing-violence-against-disabled-women

Background
Disabled Women’s Experiences with Partner Violence

* In-depth interviews were conducted with a total of 30 disabled
women with 1- 22 years of experiences in abuse

* Types of violence includes physical, emotional, financial and sexual

* Why disabled women do not leave home due to violence?
* Needs for accessible accommodation and transportation
 Assistance with personal care
* Need support on communication (e.g. sign language)

* Need emotional support

Hague, G., Thiara, R., Magowan, P., & Mullender, A. (). Making the links: Disabled Women and domestic violence
(Final Report). UK: Women’s Aid.
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Methodology

1) Compare with Previous Research b

Type and examples of Abuse: Physical,
Emotional, Sexual and Financial Abuse

As the cycle is repeated.
ihe violence usually
increases in

Tension Qg "=

This feels like walking
on eggshelis. Nothing is
right. There is no way to
predict what the abuser wants.
While there may not be
physical violence (or at
leas! physical violence
is minimal), there is
'emotional abuse,
intimidation and threats.
Fear of violence is
y often as coercive as
violence itsell.

"Honeymoon"

Abusers act differently
after violent episodes.
Some ignore or deny the
violence. Some blame their
“anger” on something you
said or did. Some fear
ing you and act
genuinely sorry. This
phase is often called
the "honeymoon”
The abuser will try
to make up for his
violence. He may act
sorry, send cards and
flowers, buy presents
help around the house,
spend time with his
kids, go ta church, get
counseling, of make promises.
The abuser may seek pity. It's
important to realize that this
phase is an attempt to
draw you back into the
relationship. This phase
is newer a real
“honeymoon™.

2) Thematic Coding & Analysis
* Selected 5 dairy records within 2003-2017.

* Conduct thematic coding under the
framework of “Cycle of Violence”

Violence

This is the actual violent
episode. It includes

physical, emotional or
sexual abuse. A crime
is committed.

Results: 1) Compare with Previous Research

Physical Abuse

X Dragged along by her hair

X Being pushed down stairs

X Stabbing and strangulation

X Having a hand placed on her mouth so she
could not breathe while her

X head was banged repeatedly on floor

X Holding down and stamping on her body

v’ Pushed over as she was getting into her
wheelchair

v’ Special equipment being thrown across
room and cut up

v' Kicking her when she was on the floor

v" Wheelchair moved out of reach

v’ Forced onto the stairs or floor and left there,
unable to move
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Results: 1) Compare with Previous Research

Sexual Abuse

v’ Rape and sexual assaults
(sometimes several times a day)

v’ Forced sex when she was in pain,
bruised, or when bones had
been broken

Results: 1) Compare with Previous Research

v Isolation from other people: keeping them
away, going out, or getting any help

v Humiliation, e.g. saying ‘you’re no good’ or
calling her insulting names

v' Made fun of her or ridiculing her for being
disabled
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Results: 1) Compare with Previous Research

X Stealing money
X Taking control of her finances

v’ Denying money for
housekeeping or other
essentials

v’ Not paying for necessary

Results: 2) Thematic Coding & Analysis

A Show remorse

A\ Caregiving Pressure

. ' Financial Burden
after violence g The Tension A
: Honeymoon" Struggling for Power
* Show ngEf of Abusers aycl differently | This feels like walking *
partner’s Mol Bl i ] Fiblog sy el 1o
health "y ngvgigl%nno:o ns'o;mfn:I;wm their | predict what the abuser wants.

While there may not be

physical violence (or at

least physical violence
is minimal), there is

said or did. Some fear

deterioration
A Compensate by

losing you and act
genuinely sorry. This
phase is often called
the "honeymoon”

emotional abuse,

s intimidation and threats.
. . The abuser will try Fear of violence is

continuing to make up for his often as coercive as

violence. He may act violence itself,
ivi sorry, send cards and
ca regIVIng flowers, buy presents,
hel nd the house,

A Unable to g -

spend time with his
kids, go to church, get
counseling, or make promises.
The abuser may seek pity. It's
important to realize that this
phase is an attempt to
draw you back into the
relationship. This phase
is never a real
“honeymoon®.

breakup due to
responsibility
A Ignorance of
others on the
violence pattern

Violence

This is the actual violent
episode. It includes

physical, emotional or
sexual abuse. A crime
is committed.

A\ Use of Alcohol or other
substances

A\ Poor communication

A Failure of negotiation
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Discussion: Disability & Gender Equality in Hong Kong

* Lack of Understanding and Awareness of Partner Violence
* Helping Professionals
* Significant Others
* Members of disability community

* Partner Violence in Chinese population
* Types of violence- diverse and complicated. Less
significant/seen.
* Bonding with partners and significant others
» Stigmatization of abused survivors with disabilities

* Look at the “kindness” of abuser rather than the suffering of
the survivor

Recommendation: Disability & Gender Equality

* Raising awareness of significant others
* Asexual Issues to make people less aware
* Signs of partner violence
* Support for spouse/partners

* Raise independence and autonomy of people with disabilities
* Roles and responsibilities between caregiver and spouse
* Have options for alternatives, way to go




